LI CHING-YUN DEAD:
GAVE HIS AGE AS 197

‘Keep Quiet Heart, Sit Like a
Tortoise, Sleep Like a Dog,’
His Advice for Long Life.

INQUIRY PUT AGE AT 256

Reported to Have Buried 23 Wives
and Had 180 Descendants—Sold
Herbs for First 1&0 Years.

N

PEIPING,%&S &).—Li Ching-

yun, a resid of Kaihsien, in the
Province zechwan, who con-
tende q}at he was one of the
world ldest men and said he was

born in 1736—which would make!

'him 197 years old—died today.

A Chinese dispatch from Chung-’

‘king telling of Mr. Li’'s death said

he attributed his longevity to peace

of mind and that it was his belief
every one could live at least a cen-
tury by attaining inward calm.

Compared with estimates of Li
Ching-yun’s age in previous reports
from China the above dispatch is
conservative. In 1930 it was said
Professor Wu Chung-chien, dean of
the department of #education in
Minkuo University found rec-

ords showing Li born in 1677 |

and that the Imperial Chinese Gov-

ernment cong Q}t) lated him on his'
i

150th and 20 rthdays.
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A corres ent of THE NEW |

York T wrote in 1928 that
many the oldest men in Li’s
neigh ood asserted their grand-
fathers knew him as boys and that
he was then a grown man.
According to the generally ac-

cepted tales told in his province,

Li was able to read and write as a
child, and by his tenth birthday had

traveled in Kansu, Shansi, Tibet, '

Annam, Siam and Manchuria gath-
ering herbs. For the first hundred
' years he continued at this occupa-
‘tion. Then he switched to selling
'herbs gathered by others.

| Wu Pei-fu, the war lord, took Li
into his house to learn the secret
| of living to 250. Another pupil said
iLi told him to ‘‘keep a quiet heart,
sit like a tortoise, allk sprightly
| like a pigeon and sl% like a dog.”
| According to o ersion of Li’'s
'married life hedhad buried twenty-
three wives ar& as living with his
twenty-four woman of 60, An-
‘other acc , wWhich in 1928 cred-
ited him%with 180 living descen-
dants,. €Omprising eleven genera-

tions,\ Jrecorded only fourteen mar-.

riages. This second authority said
his eyesight was good; also, that
the finger nails of his right hand
were very long, and ‘‘long'’ for a
Chinese might mean longer than
any finger nails ever dreamed of
'in the United States.

| One statement of THE TIMES cor-
' respondent which probably caused
| skeptical readers to believe Ll was
born more recently than 1677, was
that ‘“‘“many who have seen him re-
cently declare that his facial ap-
pearance is no different from that
of persons two centuries his
junior.”’

Ehe New JJork Times

Published: May 6, 1933
Copyright © The New York Times




